
How to: Writing a Speech Analysis 
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1. Read the text carefully. Write down two to three bullet points or sentences 
what you think the text is about. 
Example: The text refers to / concentrates on … , the main idea is…, the 

author’s  intention could be to … 

 

2. If not already done, divide the text into paragraphs. Find a headline for each.  

3. Read the text again and highlight important lines, phrases, keywords and 
striking language elements, for example: 

↠ vocabulary: words with positive / negative connotations, political, 

religious, abstract, … 

↠ stylistic devices: metaphor, parallelism, anaphora, accumulation, … 

↠ register: formal, informal, colloquial, slang, … 

↠ speech: direct speech, indirect speech, quotations, statistics, … 

↠ deictic words*: I, you, we, us, they, today, here, then, there, soon, … 

↠ syntax: length of sentences, main / subclauses, relative or if-clauses, 

ellipses, (rhetorical) questions, imperatives, … 

↠ modal verbs: must, have to, need to, must not, … 

↠ grammar (mostly if unusual): gerunds, participles, inversions, … 
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4. Content analysis: Sum up the content paragraph by paragraph using the 
headlines you already wrote down. Rule of thumb: Summarize the 
information in 2-3 sentences only. 

↠ do not quote – find your own words! 

 

5. Argument analysis: Find a hypothesis about the speaker’s intention and 
prove its correctness by finding arguments and examples. Write down a 
main thesis and underline the arguments you found in every paragraph. 

↠ always remember: speeches are persuasive texts! 

 

6. Language analysis: Choose the most important linguistic features that you 
have already found. Always ask yourself: In which way does the language 
support the argumentation? Which effect does the language have? 

↠ e.g. words with positive connotations in support of the speaker’s 
arguments; negative connotations to devaluate opposing positions 

Interpret important language elements and combine them with the central 
meaning! 
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7. Write your analysis by focusing on the most important features of the text. 

↠ introduction: umbrella sentence (speaker, target audience, occasion, 
time and place) + short content outline 

– tip: write down two ideas what the text is about (e.g. the text 
deals with X and / or refers to Y) 

↠ main part: content / argument / language analysis paragraph by 
paragraph. Use reporting verbs, linking words and the conjunctive. 

↠ conclusion: relevance of the speech, intention of the speaker, effect 
on the reader and/or audience, personal opinion 

 

 
                                                

*  Deixis refers to words and phrases, such as "me" or "here", that cannot be fully understood without additional 
contextual information. In speeches, words like these are often used to create a community feeling. 


